Different antiplatelet antibody specificities in immune thrombocytopenic purpura.
It is generally accepted that patients with immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) produce antibody against platelet-associated antigens; however, it is not known if these antiplatelet antibodies are directed towards the same or different antigenic sites. In the present studies, quantities of antiplatelet antibody from different ITP patients, sufficient to saturate platelet antigenic sites, were simultaneously incubated with normal platelets and the quantity of platelet-binding IgG (PBIgG) was determined. In each of the five comparisons made, the amount of PBIgG bound after incubation of normal platelets with saturating quantities of two ITP antibodies approximated to the sum of the PBIgG bound after incubation with the antibodies separately. These data suggest that the antiplatelet antibody from these ITP patients differed in antigenic specificity.